PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another
(Silence 1s kept for reflection). Most merciful God,

All: We confess that we are captive to sin, and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Gather Us In” [ELW 532]

GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.

All: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Sovereign God, you have created us to live together in loving
community. Keep us steadfast in your promises and help us to reflect the
image of your son Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen.



GOSPEL READING Luke 6:46-48

46 [Jesus said,] “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I

tell you? *’ I will show you what someone is like who comes to me,
hears my words, and acts on them. *® That one is like a man building a
house who dug deeply and laid the foundation on rock; when a flood

arose, the river burst against that house but could not shake it because it
had been well built.

Reader: Word of God, word of life.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

NARRATIVE READING Hebrews 2:17; 6:13-20

17[Jesus] had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so
that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of
God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people.

3 When God made a promise to Abraham, because he had no one greater
by whom to swear, he swore by himself, '* saying, “I will surely bless
you and multiply you.” !> And thus Abraham, having patiently endured,
obtained the promise. ' Humans, of course, swear by someone greater
than themselves, and an oath given as confirmation puts an end to all
dispute among them. !” In the same way, when God desired to show even
more clearly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of
his purpose, he guaranteed it by an oath, '8 so that through two
unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God would prove
false, we who have taken refuge might be strongly encouraged to seize
the hope set before us. ' We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor
of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine behind the
curtain, 2° where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has entered, having
become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.

SERMON “The Unchangeable Character of God’s Promise”  Pastor Eric



HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord of All Hopefulness” [ELW 765]

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE

Pastor: God’s peace be with you.
All: And also with you.
OFFERING

OFFERING RESPONSE “Create in Me a Clean Heart” [ELW 186]



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Pastor: God, in your mercy,
All: hear our prayer.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Pastor: It 1s indeed our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” [ELW 742]
“Rock of Ages” [ELW 623]
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” [ELW 490]
BENEDICTION

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you
and be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” [ELW 545]

Pastor: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
All: Thanks be to God.
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