PRELUDE
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

All: Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence is kept for reflection) Mighty God,

All: You call us to life in community, but we have served our own
interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where
honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far
from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the
mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly
with you, our God. Amen.

Pastor: The former things have passed away, and new things God now
declares: Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the

righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in - Jesus’ name. May the
Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of
peace.

All: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN “How Great Thou Art” ELW 856
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PEACE
Pastor: God’s peace be with you.
All: And also with you.



GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

FIRST READING Psalm 139:13-18
B3 For it was you who formed my inward parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14T praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
that I know very well.
15My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
1Y our eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written
all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.
"How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!
8T try to count them—they are more than the sand;
I come to the end—I am still with you.

Reader: Word of God, word of life.
All: Thanks be to God.

NARRATIVE READING John 2:13-25
'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do
unless God is with that person.” * Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell
you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from



above.” *Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be
born?” ° Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. *What is born of
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be
astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.’  The wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of
the Spirit.” ® Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” '° Jesus
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things?

<Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what
we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 2 If I have told you
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell
you about heavenly things? !> No one has ascended into heaven except the
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. * And just as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, '° that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16<For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world but in order that the world might be saved through him. '®* Those who
believe in him are not condemned, but those who do not believe are
condemned already because they have not believed in the name of the only
Son of God. '° And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the
world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were
evil. * For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that
their deeds may not be exposed. 2! But those who do what is true come to
the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in

God.”
SERMON “Nicodemus” Pastor Doug Bursch

SERMON SONG “Jesus Messiah™



OFFERING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Each prayer concludes: God, in your mercy,
All respond: hear our prayer.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Pastor: It 1s indeed our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION SONGS
“When the Stars Burn Down”
“How Deep the Father’s Love”
“When Peace Like a River” ELW 785



BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you
and be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you

peace. In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: AMEN.

SENDING SONG
Pastor: Go in peace. Christ i1s with you.
All: Thanks be to God.
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